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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  1959 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 


Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1959* 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 


Population  -  Registrar-General's  latest 

estimate  of  population  ...  . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1959  • • • 

Rateable  Value  -  1959  .  ..  . ..  ••• 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  -  1959/60 


•  t  • 

2,626  acres 

1958 

1959 

19,470 

19,350 

•  0  • 

6,480 

•  •  ft 

£  436,065 

ft  ft  ft 

£  1,740 

The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate  to 
net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 


by  the  Registrar-General. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  - 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

214 

106 

108 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

10 

5 

5 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

•  «  ft 

11.57 

.  After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factor 

•  •  « 

11.68 

Still  Births  - 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

12 

5 

7 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

- 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

•  •  0 

O  •  • 

50.80 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

243 

133 

110 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

•  •  0 

12.55 

After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factor 

•  ft  • 

12.92 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  49.10 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  46.72 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 


Deaths 

from  Cancer 

(all  ages)  including 

11  of  the 

lung 

44 

»» 

”  Measles 

(all  ages) 

000 

•  •  • 

Nil 

U 

"  Diphtheria  (all  age£ 

0 

0  «  6 

•  •  f 

Nil 

n 

”  Vi/hooping  Cough  (all 

ages ) 

0  0  • 

0  0  0 

Nil 

The  following 

table  compares  the  main  statistics  for 

1959  with  the  years 

1947  - 

1958 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Death 

No .  of 

Deaths 

No .  of 

from  Deaths  from 

Year 

Population 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Cancer 

'  Tuberculosis 

1947 

19,580 

20.02 

11.54 

40.81 

32 

1 

1948 

1:9,230 

18.09 

n.18 

28.73 

4l 

9 

1949 

18,810 

17.33 

12.59 

39.87 

28 

8 

1950 

18,330 

13.64 

13.42 

32.00 

40 

- 

1951 

17,160 

14.10 

15.09 

45.45 

39 

4 

1952 

16,920 

14.59 ■ 

13.00  • 

28,34 

40 

2 

1953 

16,470 

11.53 

11 .90 

36.84 

34 

4 

1934 

15,860 

12.35 

11.60 

5.10 

26 

2 

1933. 

19,730 

9.83 

n.80 

36.07 

39 

1 

1956 

19,520 

11.38 

11.73 

27.03 

36 

5 

1957 

19,540 

11.97 

11.15 

16.99 

44 

1 

1958 

19,470 

10.78 

11.40 

38.09 

38 

- 

1959 

19,350 

11-57 

12.55 

49.10 

44 

2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  1959 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Tables) 


1 . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

4.- 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  . 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  &  Parasitic 

Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

5 

8 

11 . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 

9 

2 

11 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

6 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

11 

7 

18 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

000 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

18 

21 

39 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

0  0  0 

22 

5 

27 

19. 

20. 
21  . 
22. 

23. 

24. 
23. 
26 . 
2?t 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31 . 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  Heart  diseases  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Influenza  ...  o«.  .. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  . . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis ,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  8c  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents 


Jri 


11  other  accidents 


ouicide  . .  .  . .  *  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


TOTALS 


Male 

Females 

Total 

2 

2 

20 

20 

40 

8 

11 

19 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

9 

2 

11 

l  1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

k 

2 

6 

2 

- 

2 

3 

2 

5 

9 

16 

25 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

133 

110 

243 

SECTION 


B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
(a)  Provided  by  the  District  Council 


(1)  Staff  - 
W.S.  SLATER,  M.B. , 
Ch.B. ,M.R.C . S. , 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Hartford  Hill, 

Northwich 


(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Cheshire 
districts  8c  C. Council 


CLERICAL  STAFF 


1  person  (Whole-time) 


(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Cheshire 
districts ) 


T.  BAINES 

M.R. S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. , 

Cert.R.S.I.,  Meat  8c 
Other  Foods 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector , 

The  Council  House, 
Northwich. 


(Northwich  Urban 
District  only) 


F.  JOHNSON 
Cert.R.S.I.,  Meat  8c 
Other  Foods 


Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector 


do 


mrs.  m.  McGowan 


Clerical  Assistant 


do 


W.  A.  BAINES 


Pupil 


do 
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(2)  Laboratory  Services 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester,  which  are 
provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council,  proved 
to  be  adequate  during  the  year.  Details  of  the  samples  are  given 
later  in  the  Report . 

(3)  Environmental  Services 

Details  of  other  Services,  e.g.  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Food  examination,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  Council  are  recorded  later'  in  this  report. 


(B)  Hospital  Services 

(i)  Infectious  Diseases 

Admission  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  now  spread  over  the 
following  hospitals:  Barrington  Isolation  Hospital,  Monsal  Fever 
Hospital,  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital  and  Macclesfield  Hospital.  To  which 
hospital  our  cases  go  depends  largely  upon  the  preference  of  the  patient’s 
doctor,  and,  of  course,  on£  the  availability  of  hospital  beds. 

(ii)  General  Hospital  Services 

The  need  for  better  Hospital  services  to  serve  the  Mid-Cheshire 
area  as  a  whole  still  remains  urgent.  Probably  the  increasing  mileage 
covered  by  the  local  Mid-Cheshire  Ambulance  Service  (on  roads  becoming 
more  and  more  congested)  provides  the  best  evidence  of  this,  namely, 
208,787  miles  in  1959  as  against  202,106  in  1958  and  194,827  in  1957* 

The  Joint  Mid-Cheshire  Hospital  Committee  in  support  of  their  case 
towards  the  end  of  1959  organised  a  Petition  and  this  was  presented  to 
the  Minister  by  the  three  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  Mid-Cheshire 
Constituencies .  One  outcome  of  this  Petition  resulted  in  a  promise 
’’that  Officers  of  the  Ministry  would  discuss  with  the  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board  detailed  proposals  in  connection  with  the  proposed  new 
Hospital” . 

It  seems  it  is  now  left  to  the  Mid-Cheshire  Committee  to  continue 
to  press  their  case  in  the  hope  that  some  early  real  headway  may  be  made. 

(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  discharging  duties  in  the 
Urban  Area  under  the  following  services :- 

School  Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  including  Milk  Food  - 
Sales,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health  Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspection,  Specialist  Services,  e.g.  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Paediatric, 
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Home  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services ,  Speech  Therapy ,  Residential  and 
Temporary  Accommodation  under  the  County  Welfare  Services,  etc*,  etc. 

In  addition  the  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following  services :- 

(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes 

The  work  done  during  the  year  1959  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District 
is  detailed  as  follows 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Pre-School  Children  ...  11 4 

School  Children  ...  12 

Adults  ...  34 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  ...  2 

School  Children  ... 

Re- Immunised  ...  40 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  ... 

School  Children  ... 

Re^Immunised  ...  7 

Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  178 

School  Children  2 

Re-Immunised  24 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Satisfactory  headway  has  been  made  in  the  Urban  District  under 
the  MPolioM  Vaccination  Scheme  and  many  sessions  have  been  held 
throughout  the  district  at  the  Clinics,  Doctors’  Surgeries,  and  Work’s 
Surgeries,  etc.  By  the  end  of  the  year  some  4,000  Northwich  Urban 
residents  up  to  the  age  of  25  are  estimated  as  having  completed  their 
full  course  of  three  injections.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  response 
in  the  area  to  the  scheme  continues  to  be  good. 

(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  Northwich  Urban  patients 
expeditiously  though  the  increasing  congestion  of  the  roads  and  inevitable 
delays  at  the  bigger  Hospitals  does  from  time  to  time  upset  the  daily  time¬ 
tables  of  our  vehicles  however  carefully  prepared. 
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(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  -  Care  and  after  Care 

The  call  for  bigger  items  of  after-care  equipment,  e.g.  wheel¬ 
chairs,  hydraulic  hoists,  etc.  continues  to  increase  year  by  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service 

The  service  continues  to  expand  year  by  year  and  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  best  means  whereby  the  older  people  can  remain  longer  in 
their  own  home  surroundings.  Institutional  accommodation,  however 
excellent,  is  for  most  elderly  people  but  a  poor  substitute  for  their 
own  homes . 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mid  and  South  East 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submitted  to  me  for 
information  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  reports  of  samples  of  water  taken 
in  the  Northwich  Urban  District,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily . 

In  addition,  2  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  were 
also  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  alterations  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  in  connection  with 
dressing  accommodation  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  baths  were  re-decorated  and  overhauled  during  the  February 
maintenance  period  and  a  system  of  steel  trusses  was  placed  under  the 
lantern  light  over  the  main  plunge  to  prevent  further  movement  and  danger. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  brine  baths  during  1959  was 
91,938,  an  increase  of  11,029  on  last  year’s  figure.  This  figure  includes 
members  of  the  public,  organised  parties  of  school  children  and  swimming 
clubs . 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  R.  W.  Clarke,  reports 
’’CHILDREN’S  PADDLING  POOL 

No  alterations.  The  normal  treatment  with  sodium  hypochlorite  and 
bleaching  powder  has  continued. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  electric  motors  to  the  pumps  at  Dock  Road  Pumping  Station  have  been 
converted  from  D/C  to  A/C. 

New  overflow  sewers  were  constructed  between  David  Street  and  Weaver 
Street  and  Wellington  Street  and  'Weaver  Street  in  order  to  relieve  sewers 
which  became  surcharged  in  heavy  rain. 

No  major  developments  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Sewage  Works  but 
preparations  have  been  made  for  the  tipping  of  large  areas  of  the  drying 
beds  during  i960. 
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FLOODING 

No  major  flooding  occurred  during  1959  and  preliminary  works  were 
commenced  for  the  lifting  of  a  portion  of  Castle  Street. 

The  work  on  cellars  liable  to  flooding  in  Middlewich  Road  was 
carried  out  and  appears  to  have  been  effective. 

STREET  CLEANSING 

There  is  no  change  on  last  year's  report;  there  are  now  136  litter 
bins  in  position  throughout  the  district. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

:  ■  i  •  .  | 

The  Council  considered  the  provision  of  such  conveniences  and  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  district  was  reasonably  provided  except  for 
Manchester  Road  and  Middlewich.  Road.  Delay  in  the  construction  of  the 
Market  conveniences  has  arisen  due  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  Town 
Centre  and  new  Market. 

AMBULANCE  STATION 

Agreement  was  reached  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council  for  the 
acquisition  by  them  of  one  acre  of  land  on  Leftwich  Estate  for  an 
Ambulance  Depot.  Work  on  the  Depot  should  start  in  i960. 

HARTFORD  HILL 

Agreement  was  reached  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council  for  the 
acquisition  by  them  of  part  of  Hartford  Hill  for  health  and  education 
uses.  It  is  intended  to  lay  out  playing  fields  for  Darwin  Street 
School,  and  to  erect  Training  Centres  near  the  offices. 

TOWN  CENTRE  REDEVELOPMENT 

The  scheme  has  been  reconsidered  and  the  Council  have  appointed 
Consultants  in  the  matter.  A  report  is  now  awaited. 

NEW  INDUSTRY 

No  large  industries  have  been  set  up  during  1959  but  some  small 
additional  works  have  been  erected  in  Warrington  Old  Road  and  proposals 
are  submitted  for  an  extension  of  Conlows .  The  I.C.I.  have  continued 
to  expand  and  decided  to  erect  a  new  office  block,  Brunner  House,  off 
Moss  Road,  which  will  be  completed  in  i960. 

RIVER  BANK  SCHEME  AND  MEMORIAL  HALL 

During  1959  the  Council  finally  authorised  the  erection  of  the 
Memorial  Hall;  it  will  not  be  completed  until  i960  and  further  details 
will  be  supplied  in  the  next  year’s  Annual  Report. 


STREET  LIGHTING 

•  f 

The  electrification  of  street  lighting  is  proceeding  satisfactorily 
and  will  be  completed  in  I960,  There  is  a  great  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  lighting  throughout  the  area.  ?l 

,  > 

Mr.  Baines,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports 
"CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  position  with  regard  to  pail  closets  is  satisfactory  and  no 
difficulties  have  been  experienced  during  the  year.  Improvements  at 
one  premises  have  resulted  in  the  abolition  of  the  pail'  closet  and  the 
provision  of  a  water  closet.  There  are  now  only  8  pail  closets  in 
the  district. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  .  ,  -  - 

The  service  continues  unchanged  and  whilst  some  sections  of  the 
public  have,  agitated  for  a  weekly  collection-,  the  availability  of 
suitable  labour  would  preclude  this • even  if  the  Council* decided  to 
expend  the- extra  money  for  such  a  service. 

DISPOSAL  OF' REFUSE’ 

The  disposal  of  refuse  was  improved  during  the  year  by  the  purchase 
of  a  new  J.C.B.  Excavator  in  place  of  the  Chaseside  Shovel,  and  as  a 
result  tipping  has  been  improved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
purchase  will  show  improved  results. 

Tipping  was  completed  on  the  Greenbank  Lane  site  and  a  new  tip  was 
commenced  in  the  public  park  situated  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

In  spite  of  the  hot,  dry  summer  of  1959?  not  a  single  complaint  was 
received  regarding  the  .tipping  and  people  actually  had  picnics  within 
90  yards  of  the  tipping  area,  so  that  this  would  seem  to  give  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  operations. 

The  amount  of  land  immediately  under  the  Council’s  control  for 
tipping  is  very  limited,  and  it  is  most  essential  that  further  sites 
should  be  secured  .at  an  early  date  so  that  proper  preliminary  preparations 
‘can  be  carried  out . 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  has  again  been,  most 
satisfactory,  and  although  the  amount  of  paper  collected  was  slightly  less 
in  tonnage  and  value  to  the  previous  year  it  is  satisfying  that  such  large 
amounts  of  waste  materials  can  be  recovered  and  disposed  of.  Without 
doubt  this  amount  of  paper  excluded  from  the  tip  does  improve  tipping 
operations  and  the  money  received  from  its  sale  does  materially  help  in 
the  cost  of  the  service. 
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The  total  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1959,  was  as  follows  : - 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs. 

£. 

s . 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

•  •  • 

376. 

11  . 

2. 

3099. 

9. 

4. 

Salvage ,  Other 

than 

Waste  Paper  79 • 

16. 

0. 

240. 

6. 

0. 

The  total  amount  of 

Waste  Paper  collected 

during 

the 

past  ten 

years 

is 

as  follows 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs. 

£. 

s . 

d . 

1950 

0  0  0 

146 . 

1. 

3. 

784. 

9. 

9. 

1951 

0  0  0 

173. 

19. 

0. 

2401 . 

14. 

2 . 

1952  ... 

000 

165. 

0. 

2. 

1722. 

0. 

1  . 

1953  ... 

000 

•  0 .  1 96  . 

9. 

0. 

1277- 

17. 

2. 

195*+ 

0  0  0 

...  2l6c 

7. 

2. 

1478. 

3. 

10. 

1955  ... 

0O0 

297. 

17. 

1  . 

2385. 

7. 

2. 

1956 

0  0  0 

335. 

11  . 

3. 

2566. 

10. 

9. 

1937  ...' 

0  0  0 

341 . 

5. 

3. 

2715. 

1  . 

10. 

1958 

0  0O 

...  400 . 

0. 

0. 

3208. 

9. 

4. 

1959  ... 

0O0 

376. 

11 . 

2. 

3099. 

9. 

4. 

TOTALS  2649 • 

4. 

0. 

£21 ,589. 

3. 

5. 

CANAL  BOATS  ;  ,  . 

During  the  year  the  registrations  of  seven  canal  boats  were  cancelled, 
and  four  new  boats  were  registered.  There  is  now  a  total  of  93  canal  boat 

registered  with  this  Authority. 

LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  no  sites  licensed  in  the  district,  and  there  have  been  no 
nuisances  caused  by  hawkers  or  gypsies  caravans  during  the  year. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES 

This  service  continues  to  operate  and  does  perform  a  very  useful  servic 
and  people  who  have  need  of  it  are  very  appreciative  of  the  results. 
Unfortunately  the  position  does  seem  to  arise  at  times  whereby  people  seem 
to  want  to  use  this  service  for  cases  which  they  could  well  deal  with  them¬ 
selves,  so  that  there  is  a  risk  that  the  object  of  this  service  can  be  lost 
in  dealing  with  trivial  incidents.  135  premises  were  disinfested  during 
the  year .  * 

RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLINGS  ACT,  1 951 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  this  section. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951  • 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  this  section. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1953 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  registered 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers  premises,  the  number  now  being  39* 

Four  visits  to  Hairdressers  were  made  during  the  year.  Unfortunately 
due  to  staffing  position,  visits  have  only  been  made  in  cases  for  a 
specific  purpose.  This  question  of  staffing  will  be  referred  to  in  a 
later  paragraph. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1 956 

Nothing  new  has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Clean  Air  Act. 
The  details  from  the  three  sites  which  have  been  set  up  for  the  measurement 
of  atmospheric  pollution  and  sulphur  dioxide  will  be  found  in  the  appendix 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

These  facilities  continue  to  be  used  quietly  and  regularly  throughout 
the  yeah.  Much  satisfaction  has  been  expressed  on  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  the  Mortuary  is  run. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Rodent  control  service  has  again  continued  in  a  very  efficient 
manner i  With  regular  servicings,  which  are  given  premises  under 
contract,  and  the  free  service  to  householders,  no  large  infestation  is 
allowed  to  be  created.  Unfortunately  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
Rodent  Operative  went  off  work  with  a  serious  illness.  It  was  possible, 
however,  with  some  adjustments,  to  maintain  an  adequate  service. 

The  treatment  for  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  at  203  premises  during 
the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

SCHOOLS 

There  is  nothing  to  report  in  connection  with  schools. 

NUISANCE  FROM  PIGEONS 

There  have  been  no  real  nuisances  from  pigeons  during  the  year,  but 
there  is  a  gradual  build-up  in  parts  of  the  town  of  other  stray  birds 
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and  it  is  likely  that  a  further  series  of  trappings  will  be  required  in 
order  to  prevent  the  numbers  getting  out  of  hand. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

It  is  still  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  thorough  inspection  of 
factories  which  one  feels  is  necessary.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this 

particular  service  should  have  to  be  continually  neglected.  Possibly 
because  there  is  an  inspection  service  available  through  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  it  is  felt  that  anything  of  a  serious  nature  could  be 
noted  by  the  Factories  Inspectors  who  .will  in  turn  report  it  to  the 
Local  Authority. 

STAFF 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year, 
that  is,  two  qualified  Inspectors,  one  full  time  clerical  assistant  and 
a  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector.  It  is  only  possible  to  repeat  the 
comments  of  previous  years  that  the  existing  staff,  even  at  full  strength, 
cannot  carry  out  all  the  duties  of  the  Department.  Further  difficulties 
were  encountered  during  1959  hue  to  the  absence  of  one  inspector  for  a 
period  of  eight  months,  due  to  sickness,  consequently  throughout  this 
report  it  must  be  realised  that  the  work  was  carried  out  under  great 
difficulties  and  that  to  have  one  inspector  absent  out  of  two  for  such  a 
long  period  meant  a  further  serious  aggravation  of  an  already  difficult 
situation. n 
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SANITAHY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
STATEMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  NOTICES  ISSUED 
(Based  upon  a  Statement  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 
Notices  served 

Result  of  Service 
of  notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  Made 

Number 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Notices 
Remaining 
in  hand 

1  . 

Dwelling  houses 

Housing  Acts  ...  ... 

311 

■  18 

65 

71 

11 

Public  Health  Act 

113 

— 

45 

42 

14 

2. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

31 

11 

11 

_ 

3- 

Pail  Closets  . 

12 

mam 

4. 

Cesspools  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

House  Drainage  ...  ... 

19 

— 

8 

13 

— 

6  o 

Ditches  and  Watercourses... 

1 

— 

— 

7. 

Offensive  Accumulations  . . . 

23 

— 

_ 

8. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Tips... 

196 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

11 . 

Rodent  Control  . 

650 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (Private) 

973 

— 

6 

6 

— 

(b)  Other  places  where  food  is 
provided  or  sold 

470 

13* 

Piggeries  ...  ... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

(a)  Dairies  ...  ... 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

(b)  Cowsheds  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  Milkshops  . . 

3 

— 

- 

- 

— 

15. 

(a)  Factories  ...  ... 

9 

— 

2 

2 

— 

(b)  Workshops  ...  ... 

— 

■  — 

'  — 

- 

— 

16. 

(c)  Workplaces  ...  ... 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  ... 

7 

1 

1 

— 

17. 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ... 

16 

— 

6 

6 

... 

18. 

Canal  Boats  ...  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

19. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

18 

— 

--- 

— 

— 

20. 

Hairdressing  Establishments 

4  j 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

21  . 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 

121 

_ 

- 

— 

i 

Totals  ! 

- - - j 

2991 

"1 

is 

144 

152  ! 

25 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1939 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  pr  visions  as  the  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1 .  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ? 
2,3^  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authorities  .  . . 

15 

3 

_ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sect. 7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

99 

6 

2 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sect. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  ’  premises )  ...  ... 

!  ■  i. 

Total  . . . 

114 

9- 

2 

i 

“  i 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 


j  Number  of  cases  in  which 

* 

defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

which  pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instit¬ 

uted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ... 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

-- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

-  .  .   . 

: 

1 

• 

Total 

2  ; 

_ 

2 

2 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES 

The  Surveyor  reports  : - 

"During  1959  there  were  25  houses  constructed  within  the  Urban 
District.  9  of  these  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and 
20  by  this  Authority. 

Contracts  for  the  further  redevelopment  of  land  in  London  Road  were 
negotiated  following  the  demolition  of  the  houses  on  the  Western  side  of 
the  road. 

The  other  contract  for  44  houses  on  land  off  Shipbrook  Road  was 
prepared  and  the  houses  will  be  erected  in  i960. 

Further  sites  have  been,  or  are  being,  acquired  for  housing  purposes, 
these  are  the  Old  Vicarage,  land  off  Malpas  Road,  and  further  land  at  the 
rear  of  the  Western  side  of  London  Road.” 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  HOUSING  RENT  AND  REPAIRS  ACT,  19^4 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was,  by 
coincidence,  the  same  as  last  year,  17.  This  comparatively  small  number 
is  in  no  way  through  lack  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Authority  to  proceed 
with  the  slum  clearance  programme.  The  same  difficulties  exist  as  in  the 
previous  year,  that  is,  shortage  of  suitable  building  land  and  the  high 
interest  rate  on  loans  for  the  provision  of  new  houses.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year  the  Council  accepted  in  principle  proposals  to  deal  with 
suitable  future  sites  as  clearance  areas.  This  will  be  a  new  departure 
as  up  to  date  all  houses  have  been  dealt  with  as  individual  "unfits". 

'With  reference  to  our  remarks  in  previous  years  on  the  acquisition  and 
improvement  of  sub-standard  houses,  nothing  has  yet  materialised  and 
although  this  prospect  of  dealing  with  houses  has  not  been  received  with 
any  great  enthusiasm,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  case  for  many  sub-standard 
houses  to  be  purchased  by  the  local  authority  and  made  suitable  for  con¬ 
tinued  occupation.  There  are  many  families  now  who  are  quite  prepared 
and  satisfied  to  live  in  a  comfortable  house  without  the  amenities  of  a  new 
council  house,  providing  the  rent  is  lower. 

In  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  very  few  applications  are  made 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  some  cases 
landlords  are  not  increasing  rents  because  they  are  not  prepared  to  carry 
out  repairs,  and  in  other  cases  tenants  are  paying  increased  rents  without 
exercising  their  right  to  apply  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair.  As  stated 
in  the  previous  year’s  report,  if  houses  were  given  certificate  of  fitness 
by  local  authorities  it  may  achieve  better  results  than  the  procedure  under 
the  Rent  Act. 
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During  the  year  the  Government  brought  in  an  Act  for  the  provision 
of  ,?StandardH  grants.  During  the  year  22  discretionary  grants  were  made 
to  a  total  value  of  £3i793?  and  3  Standard  grants  were  made  to  a  total  of 
£760. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

It  is  pleasing  that  this  aspect  of  the  food  supply  in  Northwich  is 
one  where  satisfaction  can  be  felt  with  the  high  standards  which  exist 
throughout  the  town.  There  is  little  or  nothing  to  complain  about  with 
the  milk  supplied  and  the  results  of  sampling  do  bear  this  out.  It  is 
commonplace  that  people  take  for  granted  things  which  give  no  cause  for 
complaint,  overlooking  the  efforts  of  the  past  to  achieve  this  standard 
of  excellence.  Constant  supervision  is  needed  to  ensure  that  it  is 
maintained. 

(b)  MILK  SAMPLING 

Milk  sampling  continued  during  the  year  and  slightly  more  samples 
were  taken  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  was  only  achieved  with  some 
difficulty  because  of  the  staffing  position,  but  it  is  felt  that  this  is 
a  very  essential  service  which  should  only  be  neglected  as  a  last  resort. 

The  number  of  licences  granted  to  retail  milk  in  Northwich  during 
1959  is  as  follows 

10  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

37  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 
3  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk 

Supplementary  licences 

10  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

10  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 

The  Laboratory  results  in  respect  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the 
year  are  as  follows 


6  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
23  T.  T.  Pasteurised  Milk 
47  Pasteurised  Milk 
8  Sterilised  Milk 

( c )  ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was  slightly  better  than  in  the  previous 
year  but  not  to  the  numbers  desired  by  the  Department.  Again  difficulties 
on  staffing  does  restrict  the  activities  in  this  aspect.  It  is  pleasing 
however,  to  note  that  the  results  of  the  samples  submitted  were  satisfactory 
and  illustrates  that  the  ice  cream  industry  is  fully  aware  of  the  necessity 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

5  '  1 

24  1  Void 

46  1  Void 

8 
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of  providing  a  product  which  is  bacteriologically  clean. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  is  as 
follows : - 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  . . .  ...  71 

Registered  premises  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  ice  cream  .  1 


Total  72 


The  results  of  the  23  ice  cream  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination  are  as  follows 

Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Whilst  every  attempt  is  made  to  carry  out  routine  food  inspection  it  is 
very  difficult  to  maintain  as  good  a  service  as  one  desires.  Fortunately 
most  food  retailers  are  aware  of  the  dangers  of  selling  inferior  or  doubtful 
foods  and  the  amount  of  food  which  is  voluntarily  surrendered  does  illustrate 
the  awareness  of  this  aspect.  Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the 
Market ,  and  stall  holders  are  particularly  keen  to  carry  out  improvements 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department.  Unfortunately  this  is  rather 
limited  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Market  is  to  be  completely  re-organised, 
but  the  ultimate  result  should  provide  a  first-class  food  market.  Probably, 
the  most  neglected  shop  premises  are  the  small  shops  in  the  side  streets. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

100%  meat  inspection  has  continued  to  be  maintained  at  Northwich  in 
spite  of  the  difficulties  that  arise  in  connection  with  slaughtering  and 
inspection.  It  is  not  possible  for  slaughtering  to  be  confined  within 
normal  working  hours  and  whilst  this  is  unfortunate  from  an  inspection  point 
of  view,  it  is  understandable  from  a  trade  angle  when  one  realises  the 
difficulties  of  transport  from  markets  and  the  necessity  to  avoid  having 
young  animals  left  overnight. 

As  a  result  of  new  Regulations  slaughtering  is  now  only  carried  out  at 
three  slaughterhouses,  one  slaughterhouse  being  closed  as  the  owners  did  not 
consider  that  the  expense  of  the  alterations  required  could  be  justified  by 
the  amount  that  the  slaughterhouse  was  used.  Two  other  slaughterhouses 
which  were  licensed  but  not  used,  allowed  their  licences  to  lapse  as  it  was 
considered  that  they  could  not  be  made  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 
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The  other  three  slaughterhouses  continue  to  be  improved  and  regular 
slaughtering  does  take  place  at  these  premises. 

The  quality  of  meat  slaughtered  in  Northwich  is  very  high,  and  with 
one  slaughterhouse  closing  down  where  the  quality  of  meat  was  mainly  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  the  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  does  show  an 
appreciable  reduction.  The  meat  condemned  consists  in  the  main  of  offal# 

CONDEMNATION  OF  MEAT  .... 

The  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of  by  the  retailers 
to  reputable  firms  who  process  this  condemned  meat  for  fertilisers,  etc# 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  6  tons  6  cwts  0  qrs.  17  lhs. 
OTHER  FOODS 

As  a  result  of  voluntary  surrender  of  food  by  traders  at  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district,  the  total  of  1  ton  4  cwts  2  qrs.  22  lbs.o 
was  condemned. 

The  types  of  food  referred  to  were:- 


Assorted  Tins  ... 

«  •  • 

0  0  0 

687  lbs 

Tins  of  Veal,  Ham'  &  Tongue 

000 

554-  lbs 

Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

•  «  • 

84  lbs 

Sausage 

♦  00 

54  lbs 

Chicken 

©  •  0 

4  lbs 

Fish  Cakes 

•  ♦  • 

2  lbs 

Tins  of  Pork 

0  0  0 

4  lbs 

Apricots 

000 

22  lbs 

Peaches 

•  •  • 

14  lbs 

Apples 

0  0  0 

740  lbs 

Pork  Rings 

0  0  0 

2  lbs 

Carrots  ‘  ... 

0  0  0 

560  lbs 

Energen  Rolls 

0  0  0 

0  O  0 

11  lbs 

Luncheon  Meat 

0  0  C 

0  0  0 

14  lbs 

Biscuits 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4  lbs 

Tins  of  Pressed  Mutton 

O00 

0  0  0 

10  lbs 

TOTAL  2 , 766  lbs 


FRIED  FISH  j  . 

There  are  .13  premises  in  use  for  the  frying  of  fish. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  14  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  satisfactory.  It  will  be ^ 
noted  that  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  district  is  reduced,  and  it 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
..  ..  in  part  or  in  whole 


* 

»  ,  v.  t 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

.1  . 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  . 

542 

928 

6 

5534 

2202 

Number  Inspected  ... 

542 

928 

6 

553^ 

2202 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  &  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

<  1  •; 

■ 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

136 

387 

825 

26 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  &  cys-t.icerci  .  . 

.  25.09.  . 

4l  .82 

14.99 

1.18 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

23  ' 

79 

- 

— 

49 

Percentage  of  the  .number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ■  . 

4.24 

8.62 

2.22 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which. some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

! 

i 

i 

— 

t 

1 
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would  seem  that  eventually  the  numbers  of  small  bakers  are  likely  to 
become  even  less  in  view  of  the  competition  from  the  large  firms  of  bakers . 
Whether  this  will  eventually  satisfy  the  public  taste  remains  to  be  seen. 

At  the  moment  people  seem  to  prefer  the  convenience  of  wrapped,  sliced 
bread,  rather  than  the  old  fashioned  loaf. 


OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  based  upon  a  statement  by  the  County  Council  Weights 
and  Measurers  Inspectors,  is  a  summary  of  other  samples  obtained  in  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  during  the  year  1 939 • 


Nature  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Almonds  (Ground) 

•  0  0 

1 

Apples 

•  •  • 

1 

Apples  (Italian)  ... 

0  c  c 

2 

Cheese  (Gouda) 

•  •  ♦ 

1 

Clove  (Oil  of)  . .  0 

9  c  o 

1 

Flour  (Plain) 

0  0  9 

1 

Ice  Cream  (Choc  Ice) 

•  •  0 

1 

Ice  Cream  (Dairy)  ... 

0  0  9 

1 

Ice  Cream  (Mivvi  Lollipop) 

9  0  9 

1 

Laxative  (Chocolate)  ... 

0  9  0 

1 

Lemonade  ... 

9  0  9 

1 

Malt  8c  Hops  (for  home  brewed 

stout ) 

1 

Marmalade  ( Orange )  ... 

•  ♦  • 

1 

Menthol  8c  Eucalyptus  Pastilles  . .  . 

1 

Milk  (Fresh) 

9  9  9 

40 

Orange  Drink  (Whole)  ... 

9  9  9 

1 

Peaches 

9  0  0 

1 

Peanut  Butter 

0  9  9 

1 

Quinine  (Ammoniated  Tine. of) 

9  0  0 

1 

Sausage  (Beef)  ... 

0  0  9 

1 

Soda  (Bicarbonate  of)  ... 

9  0  0 

1 

Soup  (Chicken  Noodle)  ... 

9  9  0 

1 

Number  adulterated  or 

not  up  to  the  recog¬ 

nised  standard  of 
quality 


2 


1 


Totals  62 
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Particulars  of  Adulterated/Non-Standard  Samples 

Apples  (Italian)  -  Contaminated  with  lead.  Whole  6.1 

Skin  20.3  parts  per  million  Cautioned  by  letter 

Apples  (Italian)  -  Contaminated  with  lead.  Whole  2.8 

Skin  13.2  parts  per  million  Cautioned  by  letter 

Quinine  (Ammoniated 

Tine. of)  -  Deficient  in  ammonia  and  alcohol  Cautioned  by  letter 

content.  Above  prescribed  S.G. 
and  quinine  content 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  with  the  exception 
of  measles,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table:- 


1  ....... 

Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

15 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . ...... 

7 

Erysipelas  ................... 

1  • 

i  •  i  .  ^ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ............ 

— 

Dysentery  .................... 

1 

Measles  ...................... 

44 7 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ............... 

72 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ( Paralytic )...... 

t 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) . . 

•  *  %  * 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1959 


*  n 

i  V 

Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1-3  years 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

3-15  " 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  -  23  " 

1 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

25  -  33  " 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

33  -  43  " 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

— 

45  -  55  " 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

55  -  65  " 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

63  and  upwards 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Totals 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

During  1959?  6  cases  were  admitted  to  and  12  discharged  from  hospital. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
years : - 

1948  1949  1990  1951  1992  1993  193^  1993  1936  1937  1938  1939 

131  146  137  101  106  79  66  80  79  8l  81  8l 

B.C.G.  PROTECTION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

In  addition  to  the  B.C.G.  protection  against  tuberculosis  as  carried  out 
at  the  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  the  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester,  the 
parents  of  school  children  of  the  12-13  years  age  group  in  the  area  are  still 
being  offered  this  new  form  of  protective  treatment.  The  response  to  date 
on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this  treatment  for  their 
children  has  been  good,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following :- 

Number  of  consent  forms  issued  to  parents  ...  ...  317 

Number  of  consent  forms  returned  .  260 

Number  of  children  tested  ...  ...  ...  242 

Number  of  children  found  not  to  need  the  treatment...  42 
Number  of  children  given  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  200 

Number  of  children  absent  for  B.C.G.  treatment  ...  18 
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3 .  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

No  visit  was  paid  to  the  area  by  the  Unit  based  on  Stockport 
during  1939* 

4.  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

The  disinfection  of  12  homes  and  other  premises  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  follows 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of  bedding)  ...  4 

For  Infectious  Diseases  . .  .  .  .  .  ...  8 

3.  CHILDREN’S  SUMMER  CAMP 

In  connection  with  a  Holiday  Camp  sponsored  by  a  local  industry,  the 
medical  inspection  of  some  89  Northwich  school  children  was  arranged, 
prior  to  their  departure  to  a  North  Wales  Camp  from  13th  May  to  22nd  May, 

1939. 


I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I  appreciate  the 
help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  Officials  in 
dealing  with  the  various  matters  which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 


W.S. SLATER,  M.B. ,M.R.C.S. ,D.P.H. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  i960. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Summary  of  Figures  as  supplied  by  the  Analyst  in  connection 
with  the  Three  Atmospheric  Deposit  Gauges  and  Lead  Peroxide 
Candles  sited  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District 


Deposits  of  Total  Solids  -  Monthly  Deposits  in  tons  per  Sq.  Mile 

(See  Graph  No.l) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1959 


Month 

Darwin  St . 

Site 

No.  1 

Health  Depot 

Site 

No.  2 

Brook  St. 
Lostock 

Site  No. 5 

Average  for 

5  Sites 

January  1959 

16.58 

19.79 

19.17 

18.51 

February 

it 

7.82 

8.04 

15.72 

10.52 

March 

?t 

10.70 

13.44 

21 .26 

15.13 

April 

it 

18.49 

23.74 

25.66 

22.63 

May 

tt 

17.36 

25.20 

23.89 

21 .48 

June 

tt 

19.25 

24.83 

25.88 

23.32 

July 

tt 

20.61 

23.88 

26.26 

23.25 

August 

n 

11.88 

14.62 

18.68 

15.06 

September 

it 

35.27 

17.26 

14.82 

22.45 

October 

tt 

20.74 

20.68 

22.66 

21  .36 

November 

tt 

15.50 

16.35 

40.27 

24.04 

December 

tt 

14.12 

17.07 

32.30 

21 .13 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Sulphur  Dioxide  -  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method 
The  figures  are  quoted  in  milligrams  per  100  sq.cm,  per  day  (See  Graph  No. 2) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1959 


Month 

Darwin  St . 
Site 

No .  1 

Health  Depot 
Site 

No. 2 

Brook  St. 
Lostock 

Site  No. 3 

Average  for 
3  Sites 

January  1959 

2.45 

2.44  ■ 

1 .74 

2.21 

February  n 

2.39 

2.39 

1.46 

2.08 

March  n 

1 .54 

1.59 

1.19 

1.44 

April  » 

1 .89 

1 .72 

1 .30 

1 .63 

May  ?? 

1 .40 

1  .51 

1 .10 

1.33 

June  n 

1.15 

1.46 

1.33 

1  .31 

July  n 

1 .08 

1.15 

1.64 

1  .29 

August  ■' 

1 .14 

1 .37 

0 . 46 

0.99 

September  f? 

1.11 

1 .41 

1 .29 

1  .27 

October  n 

1  .31 

2.51 

0.95 

1 .59 

November  n 

1.75 

1 .80 

1 .14 

1 .56 

December  n 

1.46 

1.75 

1  .01 

1 .40 

* 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Rainfall  in  Inches  (See  Graph  No *3) 


Year  -  January  to  December  1959 


Month 

Darwin  St. 

Site 

No .  1 

Health  Depot  i 
Site 

No. 2 

r 

Brook  St . 
Lostock 

Site  No. 3 

. . -  -  -  -  - — - 

Average  for 
3  sites 

January  1 959 

2.64 

2.61 

2 .68 

2.64 

February  n 

0.26 

0.21 

0.32 

0.26 

March  ” 

1 .35 

1 .13 

1 .36 

1 .28 

April  n 

2.96 

2.92 

2.89 

2.92 

May  " 

2.60 

3.55 

2.34 

2.83 

June  " 

2 .60 

2.66 

2.23 

2.49 

July  " 

2.46 

2.40 

2.45 

2.43 

August  n 

1 .03 

O 

OO 

-A 

0.71 

O.85 

September  " 

0.18 

0.12 

0.17 

0.12 

October  n 

2 .60 

2.43 

2.84 

2.62 

November  M 

3.62 

3.21 

3.42 

3.41 

December  n 

4.67 

4.18 

4.73 

4.52 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Comparison  of  Average  figures  for  Northwich  with  Average  figures 
obtained  from  details  supplied  by  15  Local  Authorities, 

some  of  which  are  residential  and  some  industrial  (See  Graph  No. 4 

No. 3  &  No. 6) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1939 


Month 

_ 

Rainfall 

in  Inches 

'Total  Solids 
( Tons  per  Sq , ml . ) 

S0p  mg.  per 

100  sq.cm. per  day 

A 

B 

— - - - - — - - r 

A 

B 

A 

B 

i 

f 

January  1 959 

2.64 

1.8 

18.5 

19.3 

2.0 

2.9 

February 

n 

0.26 

0.18 

10*5 

5.7 

1.8 

2.8 

March 

t? 

1 .28 

1 .14 

15.1 

13.8 

1.3 

3.6 

April 

?! 

2. 92 

2.59 

22 .6 

16.0 

1  .4 

1.9 

May 

?? 

2.82 

0.97 

21 .4 

13.2 

3.2 

1  .2 

June 

?! 

2.50 

1 .60 

23.3 

19.7 

1.1 

0.9 

July 

ft 

2.44 

1.80 

23.6 

15.0 

1.1 

1  .0 

August 

f  ? 

O.85 

0.63 

14.9 

8.7 

0.8 

1  .0 

September 

!» 

0.15 

0.75 

22.5 

10.8 

1  02 

1  .2 

October 

?! 

2.63 

2.10 

21.2 

18.7 

1.4 

1.6 

November 

f  ? 

2.43 

3.22 

24.0 

19.4 

1 .4 

2.1 

December 

t 

If 

4.50 

. . — . —  ‘ 

3-52 

21 .8 

19.2 

1 .2 

2.1 

f?An  represents  Northwich 

nB??  represents  figures  of  15  other  Local  Authorities 
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GRAPH  NO.  1 

Deposits  of  Total  Solids 

(in  tons  per  sq.mile) 
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GRAPH  No.  2 


Sulphur  Dioxide  by  the  Lead- 

Peroxide  Method 
(The  figures  are  quoted  in 
milligrams  per  100  sq.cm. per  day) 
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Rainfall  in  Inches 


.Darwin  Street  No.1  Site 

Health  Depot ,  .No .2 ...Site 
Brook  St,  No *3  Site 

i  * 


i 


! 


i 

t 


i  ! 


i 


l 


S 


( 


I 


Mar 


Apr.  May  June  July  Aug. 


Jan 


Feb 


Sept  Oct  Nov 


Dec 


GRAPH  No .  4 


-  Deposits  of  Total  Solids  (in  tons  per  sq.mile) 


"A”  Average  figures  for  Northwich 
nBn  Average  figures  of  15  Authorities 
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GRAPH  NO.  6  -  Rainfall  in  Inches 
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